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Challenge problem
The specifi cs of the professional activi ty 

of a private detective are such, that he con-
stantly fi nds himself in a situation when it 
is necessary to make a weighted decision, 
which at the same time should be fast and 
necessarily legal. In addition, a private detec-
tive needs to understand, that by any action or 
decision one way or another is the destiny of 
man. Such features of this profession impose 
a serious imprint on its moral content.

It is clear that there can not be all mo-
ral orders as orders “how to act as a private 
detective” in each particular situation when 
making decisions, however, morality itself 
appeals to general moral principles, as well as 
the norms governing the activities and beha-
vior of a private detective. However, the per-
son of a private detective is able to combine 
all the notions of high professional skills and 
moral qualities only as a result of individual 
self-realization as the highest value.

A review of recent studies 
and papers

The question of Eudemonism in ethics is 
devoted to many scientifi c works, the birth of 
which dates back to the time of antiquity in 
the works of Protagor, Aristotle, Antiphonth, 
Antisphen, Prodic, and others. Issues of  
Eudemonism are also of interest to modern 
specialists in the fi eld of philosophy, psycho-
logy, and pedagogy: A. Maslow, L.Z. Levit, 
GI Urbanovich, C.D. Ryff, VN Singer and 
others.

Remaining challenges
Modern scholars investigate essentially 

the eudemonic activity of the subject and re-
veal the main “factors of happiness”. The very 
phrase “eudemonism of private detective ac-
tivity” is not found and has not yet been used 
in scientifi c circles. In the author’s view, the 
study of eudemonism is an integral category 
of moral imperatives of private detective ac-
tivity, which the author tries to prove in this 
article.

Draw the objectives of research
The main purpose of the article is to carry 

out an analysis of the design of “eudemonism 

of private detective activity” in order to prove 
the expediency of its application in the gene-
ral problem of moral and ethical foundations 
of private detective activity.
Discussion

It is impossible to understand any ques-
tion without defi ning the basic concepts.

Thus, Eudemonism in the philosophical 
dictionary of Belarus is interpreted as part of 
ethics, considering bliss and happiness as the 
motive and purpose of all aspirations. In this 
case, a happy person can only be self-deve-
lopment in the physical body of the spiritual, 
which needs constant impr ovement, in order 
to bring pleasure to oneself and others, and to 
receive for this respect from their contempo-
raries and to deserve good memories the des-
cendants. It is also believed that all the virtues 
of an individual have meaning only then, if 
they serve the stated endeavor and the state 
and its organs, in turn, must apply the mea-
sures necessary for this purpose and adopt the 
relevant laws [1].

Quite similar is the interpretation in the 
Soviet philosophical dictionary, where eude-
monism (from the Greek ευδαιμονία – happi-
ness) is the principle of constructing an ethi-
cal theory, in which it is argued that the basic 
aspiration of man is his desire for happiness. 
Accordingly, the moral imperatives, subordi-
nated to this principle, are formulated in or-
der to show, what to do to achieve maximum 
happiness [2]. Eudemonism in the Ukrainian 
ethical philosophical dictionary is an ethical 
principle, according to which happiness is 
the main and fi nal goal of human, criterion of 
moral activity. Eudemonism considers happi-
ness not only as an individual pleasure, but 
also as the ability to receive it on the basis of 
the perfect arrangement of the inner world of 
man and his relationship with others. At the 
same time, there is such a happy and virtu-
ous person, which is able to develop harmo-
niously and thus bring pleasure not only to 
itself, but also to other people. It is also noted 
about the existence of social eudemonism, 
according to which the purpose of human as-
pirations is to achieve the greatest happiness 
for the largest number of people [3, p.182]. 
From the moment of the emergence in an-
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cient Greek philosophy, Eudemonism takes 
various forms in different historical periods, 
and fi nally becomes one of the main ethical 
directions, because the theme of happiness 
is eternal, and in what century people would 
not live, whatever they would do, they would 
always be concerned about happiness and the 
meaning of life. Yes, even Aristotle pointed 
out that eudemonism (thirst for happiness) is 
related precisely to the realization of man’s 
own unique virtues and virtues (“deimon”) in 
social activities [4, p.118]. The professional 
sphere for most of humanity today occupies 
more than 70% of living space and time and 
often becomes a life sense. Uniqueness of 
a person predetermines the existence of his 
own “unwritten morality”, which sometimes 
does not fi t into a social moral code or a 
separate code of professional activity. Profes-
sional morality (as a moral of an individual 
group of people) is an integral part of social 
morality, but morality itself is one of the old-
est regulators of behavior and interaction of 
people, and is a necessary regulator in the 
professional activity of a private detective – 
in a fi eld where the probability of violation of 
moral and ethical principles is high due to im-
punity for their implementation. To be a high 
moral person for a private detective means to 
be a conscientious person, since “conscience 
is the right judgment of a good man,” and full 
of conscience of virtues equates philosophers 
to knowledge [4, p.297].

Thus, a conscientious person is a person 
of a word, a person who does not commit im-
morality and carries a great moral responsi-
bility to society for his own actions. A private 
detective fi ghts for justice in the interests of 
others and society and assumes a moral ob-
ligation to fi nd this justice without violating 
the freedom and the rights of others – in fact, 
the meaning of the work of a private detective 
lies in it. 

Those practicing private detectives, who 
have already passed a considerable positive 
life experience in the fi eld of private detective 
activity, argue that in fact the diversity of life 
situations and the characters of individuals 
requires in their professional activities fi rm 
moral standards and unshakable moral prin-

ciples, since only then in work there is clarity, 
perseverance, endurance. The need to adhere 
to moral principles comes in the process of 
comprehension of one’s own life experience. 
Professional detective activity is always com-
prehended, since from the very beginning the 
detective through his feelings and desires 
analyzes the possibility and expediency to 
take on the cause; due to opportunities and 
abilities, becomes involved in a real life si-
tua tion, creatively refers to it, enriching it-
self with new knowledge, taking a new ex-
perience, giving the “profi led” information 
through the moral and legal prism of the 
detective intelligence. Thus all the time for a 
private detective there is a kind of contract 
with the life of other people, soul and body, 
fully devoting himself to what is seen as im-
portant. At the same time, the detective is 
constantly forced to adjust his private life to 
the whims of the public, to take certain de-
cisions regarding his own private life, which 
are not always desirable for him, but are go-
ing in favor of the cause. All this fully coin-
cides with the existing notion of meaning of 
life, according to which meaning – is a kind 
of contract with life, according to which a 
person devotes himself to the soul and body 
for because he is important [5, p. 23]. 

Today, unfortunately, in society there is a 
belief that the meaning of life, fi rst of all, is 
to meet material needs. In the world of pri-
vate detective activity, such a statement is 
not entirely true. Of course, material wealth 
is important for every person, and private 
detective activity is in addition to commer-
cial activity (profi t-oriented activity), but the 
self-respecting detective will never take up 
the proposed work, which is contrary to law 
or immoral. In addition, in some cases, a pri-
vate detective is taken for free assistance in 
cases of “goodwill” or as an advertisement. 
For a private detective, it is important to have 
personal responsibility for your own actions 
and personal growth and the pursuit of excel-
lence. Disappointment of people in good and 
justice, and as a result, negative, distorted 
ideas about morality, becoming stereotypes, 
followed by some senseless, have nothing to 
do with true knowledge of good, and such 
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negative tendencies can not affect the beha-
vior of a private detective and weaken its own 
moral standards, or eliminate the desire to re-
fl ect on every personal act. 

According to fair arguments of thinkers, 
“moral behavior of a person is an indicator of 
true happiness” [6, p. 471]. Indeed, a happy 
person appreciates positively the reality of 
himself and others. Evdemonism of private 
detective activity is externally manifested in 
satisfaction from one’s own work, emotional 
uplift, confi dence in oneself and in its possi-
bilities. By the way, if you turn to the concept 
of happiness A. Maslow, then in his view on 
the path to happiness, a person must satisfy 
fi ve levels of needs, where, in his opinion, 
“self-realization needs” are in the fi fth (hi-
ghest) level. According to this concept, the 
happiest people are self-realization people [7, 
p. 120].  For a private detective, a truly im-
portant segment of happiness is professional 
self-realization: this is a professional im-
provement, gaining authority and respect 
among colleagues and service providers, and 
of course, material well-being. And although 
in recent years it is believed that material well-
being takes fi rst place in the system of human 
happiness, a thorough study by Ameri can so-
ciologists Daniel Kaneman and Angus Diton 
on the relationship between material well-
being and her happiness says something else: 
more money people need to eliminate loneli-
ness and respect for themselves. Analyzed the 
many criteria, the researchers concluded that 
the increase in income though increases the 
positive emotions of a person, but this does 
not always make a person happy. As it turned 
out, understanding in the environment, inde-
pendence and the presence of favorite work 
– more signifi cant for human elements of life 
satisfaction. [8] 

The arguments about the fact that human 
happiness in our favorite work is found in the 
writings of the domestic travel philosopher 
Gregory Savoyach Skovoroda. Thus, “simi-
lar work” (that is, one that man is called to 
do) will bring material and spiritual wealth 
to society, but for people it is happiness and 
pleasure, but if a person does not work in his 
vocation, it can turn into a tragedy for her. To 

live by vocation is happiness for a person and 
for his environment [9] Evdemonism of pri-
vate detective activity is in the context of “af-
fi liated labor”, because in order to engage in 
this professional activity, not only knowledge 
and special training, but also relevant expe-
rience are needed. Thus, in accordance with 
Article 5 of the Draft Law of Ukraine “On 
Private Detective Activity”, a private detec-
tive may be a citizen of Ukraine who has a 
state language, has a higher legal education, 
has undergone special training for the purpose 
of doing  a private detective (search) activity 
or has a work experience in operational units 
or bodies of pre-trial investigation at least 
three years and received in accordance with 
the established procedure a certifi cate of the 
right to engage in private detective (search) 
activity [10] Such an order suggests that it 
should be an adult, experienced, highly moral 
person who sees for himself the happiness of 
doing just private detective activity, and that 
this should be a step taken into consideration 
for her. 

Of particular importance to a private de-
tective are such moral values as a sense of 
honor and dignity, own rightness, respect for 
duty and “calm” conscience. Problem issues 
here will always remain the very nature of 
man, which is prone to infl uence on it exter-
nal circumstances. Consequently, an impor-
tant task for a private detective is the ability 
not to dip too much into the turbulent fl ows 
of the changing and capricious currents of the 
world, but to remain above all, to realize their 
own happiness as an opportunity, even in the 
most horrible situation, to remain calm and 
prudent, and therefore free. The will for a pri-
vate detective must be connected with reason. 
Honest and fair performance of the duties 
taken is the ultimate goal, a means of achie-
ving and gaining one’s own freedom. The 
problem of morality and freedom often lies in 
the fact that the detective raises the question 
of how to best accomplish the task and realize 
its capabilities, taking into account the vari-
ous types of “working” circumstances that 
have developed. This effi ciency is directly 
proportional to the amount of knowledge of 
the private detective, his desire to act within 
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the bounds of the law, and as a consequence 
– the ability to understand how to maximize 
the benefi ts of the opportunities that he has. 

V L Naguiviciene and D.V. Brewers 
point out that eudeminism is the provision 
of human preference to earthly values be-
yond the spiritual one [11, p.153], when, in 
their words, true happiness for man is life in 
spirit [11, p.92]. According to scientists, hu-
man honor and happiness are based on self-
respect, which is attained by the pursuit of 
high ideals of culture, high goals and morals, 
but not the desire of wealth and power solely 
for the sake of selfi sh benefi ts [11, p.100]. In 
support of the latter, however, I would like to 
point out that “grounding happiness on self-
esteem” is a principle laid down in the nature 
of man, and human nature is too prone to the 
infl uence of external circumstances. Thus, an 
important role is played by the proper educa-
tion of a private detective who provides the 
necessary tools for an adequate comprehen-
sion of social reality and moral education, 
which helps to realize that one’s own benefi t 
is born through the improvement of social 
status, since only in the best, reasonably or-
ganized society from a private detective there 
will be more opportunities for success and 
professionalism, and therefore happiness. 

Thus, W. James rightly points to the de-
pendence of human happiness on the satis-
faction of its needs and on the interaction be-
tween human beings. 

According to him, any desire, the need 
for something acts as a requirement, which 
in turn generates an answer or responsibil-
ity from another person or people [12, p.57]. 
Within the framework of private detective ac-
tivity, this statement will be very useful, since 
these relationships imply the emergence of 
a particular connection between people, and 
the quality of this connection for both parties 
will depend on the level and integrity of the 
moral principles. 

The existing approach of subjectivism in 
relation to morality denied the existence of 
general principles of morality, which guides 
people in their activities. Proponents of this 
approach argue that morality is formed only 
when there is a need to solve a particular 

situation. Understanding the fact that every 
moral situation in which a person turns out 
is unique, then the act that it will eventually 
result from is a thorough study of all aspects 
of this situation. At the same time, the act that 
leads to the greatest benefi t to other people 
and to him who does [13, p. 209], but the very 
moral value of the act always strives for logi-
cal accuracy [13, p. 7]. 

Denying the existence of general moral 
principles, other philosophers argue that there 
are some generalized notions of goals and 
values in society that can be traced in actions 
of the greatest number of people. 

In their view, the discovery of this gen-
eral principle, according to which everyone 
strives to meet their needs and is guided by 
personal gain, helps to organize the interac-
tion between people, agreeing their demands 
and expected results [14, p. 98, 213]. 

It should be noted that the existing ideas 
of ethics and morals in the philosophy of 
pragmatism, according to which ethically and 
morally recognizes everything that seems 
useful, and the goal justifi es the means, cant 
and should not relate to the moral principles 
of private detective activity, because this at-
titude often carries a misfortune to custom-
ers. And yet, at the stage of preparing for the 
future of a private detective, the educational 
institution should not prepare a narrowly ori-
ented specialist pragmaticly established for 
the world that measures happiness at a bar-
gain price, but a specialist capable of giving 
others satisfaction from their own bona fi de 
and legitimate work. Hence, the evdemonism 
of private detective activity must be ex-
pressed through the pursuit of a detective to 
perfection, based on knowledge of his unique 
potential. 

Thus, it is considered unacceptable for pri-
vate detective activity to apply morality and 
adhere to ethical principles only in those cas-
es when there is a need to resolve a particular 
situation, that is, in other words, concea ling 
its true nature, and thus fi nding a detective 
in constant tension and confl ict with oneself, 
which can not bring happiness to anyone. Af-
ter all, according to the correct statement of 
E. Desi and R. Ryan, eudemonism is the pro-
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cess of realizing a man of his “daimon” of his 
true nature. It is also a way of life in which 
the subject concentrates on what represents 
the highest intrinsic value for him [15, p.38]. 
In this case, the necessary condition for moral 
and ethical lifestyles is also the control of the 
intelligence of a private detective over his de-
sires, and therefore happiness can bring only 
controlled desires. 

It is impossible to achieve happiness, suc-
cess, respect and satisfaction from life by 
unlawful actions (because of this inevitable 
punishment) and immorality such as alcohol 
abuse, drug use, lies, unfounded signifi cant 
overestimation of the price of work, mislea-
ding as to the signifi cance of individual fac-
tors of the order for the client, silence about 
some known facts for the purpose of their 
subsequent or dual sale, etc. After that, there 
will surely be disappointment and insight, an 
understanding that the illusion of happiness in 
the monetary equivalent will not last long and 
signifi cantly different from true happiness. A 
private detective should take into account the 
emotional aspect of interaction with people. 
He must work on his own charisma - an inte-
gral part of his image and direct his efforts to 
achieve successful results in his work, since 
in our time the detective is not enough to have 
only a high level of intellectual intelligence 
and the ability to establish connections. Need 
to be able to control your emotions and rec-
ognize their causes, in other words - to form 
their moral (emotional) intelligence. After all, 
“debugging” the internal state of man forms 
and its outer shell. Evdemonism of private 
detective activity considers this state in ac-
cordance with the traditional presentation 
of scientists as “continuing joy and satisfac-
tion with life,” or as one of the results (or the 
concomitant result) of the individual’s imple-
mentation of his individual potential.

This is the “special happiness” that arises 
when successful self-realization and inter-
preted by scientists as a higher value [16, 
p.15]. Indeed, an educated private detective is 
a person who not only rationally understands 
the ideas and norms of professional ethics, 
but also surely trusts them, loves them, sees 
them meaning and beauty. The behavior of a 
private detective is cultural and ethical, when 
his intellectual desire for knowledge inhe-
rent in him is multiplied in him by faith in 
moral ideals and in the love of their beauty. 
therwise, the detective’s behavior will not be 
able to adequately meet moral standards, and 
therefore will not be a way of life, will not 
bring happiness.

Conclusions
The conduct of a detective investigation 

in a democratic society requires a private de-
tective to comply with moral and ethical stan-
dards and a high degree of awareness of pub-
lic accountability for the authenticity, legality 
of the receipt and quality of the information 
collected. Thus, it can once again be empha-
sized that the eudemonic basis of the profes-
sional activity of a private detective brings 
more benefi ts to society, since the person of 
a private detective is endowed in this case 
by an internal motivation - “it is interesting 
to deal with the way in which I feel my pur-
pose.” And such interest in society necessa-
rily requires the adoption and observance of 
the principles of maral and ethics, because it 
is known that in order to actively and qualita-
tively engage in what pleases, it is impossible 
for the society to be “evil genius”, immoral, 
wicked, unethical. 

The design of “eudemonism of private de-
tective activity” can be understood as a com-
bination of professional abilities and compre-
hension of the meaning of their own destiny, 
purpose and their own place and purpose.
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